Theresa Rice

From: Roz Lassoff on behalf of Council
Sent: Friday, February 08, 2013 3:10 PM
To: Theresa Rice

Subject: FW: Non Conforming in the SMP
Roz Lassoff

Rosalind D. Lassoff, City Clerk
City of Bainbridge Island

280 Madison Avenue North
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110
(206) 780-8624

From: Brett Johnson [mailto:bjohnson@arcticstorm.com]
Sent: Friday, February 08, 2013 1:27 PM

To: Council

Cc: Brett Johnson

Subject: Non Conforming in the SMP

Dear Council Members,

| am not an attorney nor am | prone to employ them. It would seem to me however that the current language in the
SMP for Bl will provide a lot of opportunity for attorneys to generate revenue. If the county and surrounding areas can
use a very simple concept of allowing existing structures to be conforming, does it not make sense to regulate or govern
our residents to a similar or equal standard. | would think that by choosing to over regulate your constituents you are
making a choice that will invite conflict, and diminish the resulting benefit to the environment and the quality of life in
this community. | think that choosing the common standard established by the surrounding communities may allow the
City to fund projects that may actually improve environmental impact, rather than fund litigation and administration of a
regulation that is excessive and burdensome to your constituents. Just think about how many shoreline septic systems
could be remediated for the cost of one or two high profile legal actions. Imagine what will happen to the City’s tax base
if the shoreline property values plummet because of over regulation. We as a community have spent heavily on
consultants and lawyers to sort out the SMP, a lot of money that could have been spent on mediation projects that
would directly impact the shore line. | am not a billable hours person. | have spent a fair amount of time reading these
documents, attending meetings, and trying to participate in a positive way through the process. If | paid myself what |
pay the attorneys that | employ for environmental issues in my business life (about 375 an hour) | would have been able
to pay for a good chunk of one of the failing septic systems in my Crystal Springs neighborhood. My next door neighbor
is 86 years old. She has lived in her house for 40 or 50 years. She doesn’t even remember my name and | have been her
neighbor for a while. How much do you think she understands about this process. | have to believe that you are hearing
from the vocal minority of home owners and shoreline residents. Don’t forget the simple folk of the island. And please
don’t over think your input to the SMP process. It is not important for Bainbridge Islands SMP to be the most
complicated and detailed document submitted to the government. It would be much better if it were the most effective.

Thank you for your service to our community. It is critical to our form of government.
Sincerely

Brett Johnson
Crystal Springs



