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Dear Council:
 
First, thank you for the countless hours of work that you have devoted to developing an updated
Shoreline Master Program (SMP).  We appreciate your leadership in putting together this complex
document so that we may begin to address the pressing matter of protecting the Island environment
that we all cherish.
 
We write in our capacity as Island residents, although our comments are informed by our professions
as a professor of law (property law, environmental law, and natural resources law) and an attorney.  
 
We urge you not to delay any longer, but to forward the SMP to the Department of Ecology, so that we
may move to the next step in the process.  As you well know, we are already lagging behind the
original December, 2011 deadline contained in the Shoreline Management Act.  The harms from further
delay are real.  The measures that would be ushered in by a new SMP are already long overdue, yet the
science tells us that without these measures, our shoreline ecosystems will continue their current
precipitous decline.  The costs of this decline are visited on all those that depend on thriving shorelands
-- that is to say, all of us. 
 
We appreciate that you have taken time to study the issues, to engage people's concerns, and to draft
an SMP that will comply with the law.  We do not think that the current SMP is perfect -- it includes
many concessions and compromises that, in our view, undermine its ability to achieve the goals of
allowing the Island to flourish for the long term.  Further delay will not improve the SMP, however. 
Nor will any further concessions.  At the public hearing on May 8, some commenters suggested that we
can "have our cake and eat it too" -- that is, we can delay and dilute further the requirements of the
SMP, but still somehow address the degradation of our shorelands that has been permitted until
now.  This contention, however, is not supported by the science.  Given the crucial ecological
functions served by our shorelands, we have to face the fact that in order to continue our current "uses"
and practices, we would need to steal from our children and grandchildren.         
 
We hope, instead, to be the generation that starts to turn things around and take responsibility for the
health of this Island.  We ask, therefore, that you vote on May 15 to forward the SMP for Ecology
review.
 
Best regards,
Catherine O'Neill & Dave Babcock
 
4084 Crystal Springs Drive NE
Bainbridge Island
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