Theresa Rice

From: Craig Hanson [craig.hanson29@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 07, 2011 5:36 PM

To: PCD

Subject: SMP Buffer proposal

Dear COBI Planning Depariment:

As shoreline home owners and long time residents of the City of Bainbridge Island (28 years) we would like to
voice our concerns regarding proposed Marine Shoreline Buffer Recommendations made by Herrera
Environmental Consultants. First of all, we want to stress that as stewards of this earth and as shoreline property
owners in particular, we want to do all we can to protect and preserve our beautiful shoreline habitat and the
surrounding waters. For example, our septic system is state-of-the-art and well maintained. Control of
stormwater runoff is per current COBI code. We do not and never have used toxic chemicals or fertilizers on
our grounds. We have kept a reasonable buffer of native vegetation, including some trees, along our shoreline.
We believe that most shoreline property owners on BI share these same values.

Unfortunately, we believe that the Herrera proposal goes way beyond a reasonable approach in that its goal
seems to be to restore the functions of a natural shoreline with large buffer zones rather than the SMP standard
of no net loss from current conditions. The proposal seems to hold in complete disregard the fact that BI has
essentially become a suburban environment, and as such there must be a reasonable balance of use of private
shoreline property and environmental protection.

Most of the damage to the shoreline and Puget Sound Waters does not come from responsible shoreline
homeowners. The marine life in Puget Sound has been decimated by four factors: Over harvesting, hatcheries
and their dilution of the gene pool, dams and habitat (primarily streams). "Near Shore Habitat" is never
mentioned in nearly every study that has examined this issue. Many of the proposed SMP changes are
supposedly based on "best science". The fact is, there is very little, if any, definitive science that "Near Shore
Habitat" has had any significant effect on marine life in Puget Sound.

In summary, we ask that you consider and adopt the following:

1. Protect our shoreline by using the "No Net Loss" standard

2. Do not rezone the 40% of shoreline to Residential Conservancy

3. Do not apply vegetation buffers to existing developments, making them nonconforming

4. Continue to authorize bulkheads to protect both land (shoreline owners' front yards) and homes
5. Continue to permit docks on the outside of the Island

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Craig & Katherine Hanson
Olympus Beach



