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CoMMENTS ON EERRERJA 8/3L/LL MEMO RE 3o-FOOT BUFEERS

The ci ted review l i terature includes no Puqet Sound studies nor even
t idewater studies.

None of  the c i ted l i terature is a research studv.

None of  the "Ripar ian buffer funct ions and width reconmendat ions in
the l - i - terature" (Table 1) is expressed in amounts.  Percentages afmost
invar iably apply to \pol lutanL'  fLows LhaL are very large relat ive to
resident ia,L amounts -

The SPTH-refated f igures overstate buffer widths by one-third:
FEMAT distances were based on 150-foot,  not  200-foot t ree heights.

The relevance of  resident ia l  contr ibut ions of  sediment,  shade, woody
debr is,  and nutr ients to marine welfare has not been demonstrated for
the Is land nor Puget Sound. These issues and their  sol-ut ions are
borrowed from stream science and distorted to varying degrees.

Upland-sourced detr i tus feeding (page 3,  bottom, referr ing to
' r^^^+-+i"^ ' - -* ter)  is  a lmost lotal lv i r re le\ / :nr  t r l  Pt tor ' f  Sound salmonVgVELqLf VV l l tqUee! /  L 
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sharply wi th ( f reshwaLer) r ipar ian sLudies.  Puget Sound f ish are
indi f ferent to plants '  nat iveness.

Years ago I  knew James Karr ,  senior author of  a paper cr ted by
Herrera.  That paper focuses on Midwestern farms'  ef fects on headwater
streams: sediment,  channef izat ion,  and temperature increases j -nduced

by nearstream vegetat ion removal .  Karr-Schlosser al ludes Lo the
natural-  tendency for disLurbed ecosysLems to return to equi l ibr ium.
Not a word can I  f ind about non-nat ive plants nor their
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paper point  toward 30-foot.  buf fers.

I  don' t  f ind in Herrera B/3I  the c lear rat . ionale for  the th i r ty- footer
that I  bel ieve the Counci l  sought.  The whole segment on nat iveness
seems j - r re levant to buffer width.  Perhaps what is needed is a
sf r r rnoer ret  i  onale f  Of the [gnk-f  nn naf i  r t r r  ve' . : ,  f  hat  reorr i  res sner: i  e I| luvt /

nrn+nn+inn Thir tv feet  of  j t .
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The rat ionafe should certainly include enumerat ion of  what vectors and
substances have been exper j -enced and thwarted by Bainbr idge or Puget
Sound resident j -aI  buf fers,  or  at  least  Herrera's expectat ions about
those matters.  And, of  course, seasonal  quanLi t ies.  Those things
have been est imated for parts of  Hood Canal,  though there are reasons
not to extrapolate them direct ly.
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