City of Bainbridge Island
PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

TO: Planning Commission

FROM: Libby Hudson

DATE: January 6, 2010

RE: Shoreline Master Program Update

The City is beginning the process to update the shoreline goals, policies and regulations of our Shoreline
Master Program (SMP), as required by the State. Qur SMP was adopted in 1996, and while minor
amendments have been processed, we have not adopted an overall update to the Program since it was
adopted in 1996.

State Mandate and the Purpose of SMP Updates: In 2003, the State amended the Shoreline Management
Act (SMA), adopting new SMP Guidelines* and setting a new update schedule. The State SMP
Guidelines are standards that local governments must meet in drafting their required SMPs. The SMP
Guidelines translate the broad policies of the SMA into standards for regulating shoreline uses,

Since most of the original SMPs state-wide were adopted in the 1970’s and significant advances have
been made in our understanding of ecological shoreline processes and how to protect and restore valued
shoreline resources, the State made major changes to the 2003 updated SMP Guidelines. Some of the
requirements for our SMP now include “no net loss” of shoreline ecological functions, and
reclassification of shoreline designations based on existing use, biological and physical character, and
community goals. The Guidelines will be used to develop our SMP Update and by the Department of
Ecology in reviewing and approving our Program. I have attached the SMP Guidelines for your
information.

Grant and Schedule: To meet the challenges of the new Guidelines, the State provides guidance to local
jurisdiction’s and offers support through grants. The 2003 amendment to the SMA also set the schedule
for the City of Bainbridge Island to adopt our next SMP update by December 1, 2011, with the ability to
request a one year extension. SMP Update grants are provided through the Department of Ecology, and
the City is eligible for a $200,000 grant. In September 2009, the City entered into a grant agreement
with Ecology agreeing to the tasks and process outline in the attached colored chart entitled “Shoreline
Master Program Planning Process.” The City intends to utilize the funds for 1) public outreach,
including facilitation, 2) an update to our Nearshore Assessment, and 3} scientific support.

Shoreline Planner: We are currently searching for a planner to fill Peter Namtvedt Best’s former
position and lead the SMP Update.

*Note: The term "Guidelines" can be confusing: The Guidelines are rules under the Washington
Administrative Code (WAC) and as such, they carry the force of law. In other words, they ate not
merely suggestions or “guidance”. The Guidelines are the standards by which the Department of
Ecology determines whether a local SMP will receive state approval.
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