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Police Support Lights for Bikes 
 
BAINBRIDGE ISLAND, January 8, 2014:  The Bainbridge Island Police Department has teamed up with 
Squeaky Wheels, B.I.Cycle, and Classic Cycle to distribute lights and remind bike riders that lights are 
key to bicycle safety and are required by law (RCW 46.61.780).  
 
This year, Squeaky Wheels is working with the Bainbridge bike shops to purchase 20 light sets and will 
be giving these to the Police Department for distribution. When a bicyclist is seen riding without lights, 
the police officer will loan them a front and back light, allowing the cyclist to finish their ride, and 
sparing them a $103 ticket. 
 
Cyclists will be asked to return the light sets to the local bike shops or Police Department and purchase 
their own light sets, allowing the program’s light sets to be used again. 
 
Ross Hathaway, President of Squeaky Wheels, said, “Our goal with this program is to improve bike 
safety and we are pleased that we can partner with the local bike shops and Police Department to provide 
lights to those in need. We hope that this program will remind everyone of the importance of riding with 
lights and encourage all bike riders to make sure their light sets are working properly or to get new ones. 
The lights that are available these days are amazing.” 
 
“The days are short this time of year so it is especially important for bike riders to use lights to see the 
road and be visible to drivers. Many Bainbridge roads are unlit and have no separated bike lanes, making 
lights a practical and legal necessity so drivers will see bike riders, and be able to safely pass them. With 
proper lighting, it is very possible and enjoyable to ride a bike during our mild winters, and we hope this 
program will make it safer,” said Bainbridge Island Chief of Police Matthew Hamner.  
  
If you have legal questions about bike riding on Bainbridge, contact the Police Department (842-5211).  
Other questions can be directed to Bruce Bachen at Squeaky Wheels (www.squeakywheels.org or 855-
1667). 
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