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Police Department Holds First Annual Awards Gala 
 
BAINBRIDGE ISLAND, February 3, 2014:  The Bainbridge Island Police Department held its 

first Annual Awards Gala on January 23rd at the Bainbridge Island Museum of Art.  The event 

offered an opportunity to recognize outstanding performance by members of the police 

department.  Chief Matthew Hamner said, “The department has never held an award ceremony 

for its officers before, so this was long overdue.  Recognizing officers for their good works 

encourages a continued culture of professionalism and integrity.” Local attorney and 30-year 

Bainbridge Island resident Rob Beattie emceed the well-attended event.  

 

Detective Scott Weiss was presented with the department’s first Purple Shield award for injuries 

sustained after having been fired at with a .410 shotgun from a distance of less than 12 feet 

during the execution of a search warrant on a boat.  Officers Richard Christopher and Trevor 

Ziemba both received Life Saving awards for rescuing two severely hypothermic men whose 

boat had capsized and were just minutes from death when pulled from the water.  A Meritorious 

Conduct award was presented to Officer Ben Sias for resolving without injury a tense situation 

involving an individual who lunged at a school security officer with a knife, then locked himself 

in his car and refused to leave the Bainbridge High School campus.  Seven employees were 

recognized with the Exceptional Civic Duty award for excellence at their assigned jobs including 

Evidence Technician Jennifer Cooper, Parking Enforcement Officer Ken Lundgren, Police 

Officers Ben Sias, Carla Sias, Trevor Ziemba and Detective Scott Weiss.  Officer Carla Sias 

received two of these awards, one for her facilitation of the National Night Out celebration in 

2013, and the other for outstanding police work in helping solve the island’s biggest crime spree 

in more than 10 years last December.   Officers Mo Stich, Ben Sias, and Gary Koon were 
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recognized for top numbers in DUI enforcement arrests for 2011, 2012, and 2013, respectively.  

Officer of the Year 2012 was presented to Officer Richard Christopher (now a Detective with the 

Suquamish Police Department), and Officer of the Year 2013 went to Officer Victor Cienega.  

Officer Cienega was also recognized for handling the most calls for service in 2011, 2012, and 

2013, as well as for willingly coming in to work on his days off in order to fill the patrol 

schedule and work on the many ancillary duties he has undertaken.  Fourteen members of the 

department were presented with “Safe Driver” awards for having gone five years without a 

collision, an award that may seem unremarkable until you consider that patrol officers drive 

during a goodly portion of their shift, at all hours of the day and night, and in all weather 

conditions. 

  

In addition, Chief Hamner made a point of recognizing the family members of department 

employees too, thanking them for their support by stating, “It can be hard on a family and it is 

important to acknowledge the sacrifices that loved ones make as well.” 
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